CHAPTER XIII
XVIII-CENTURY MEDICINE  (Continued]
IN the medical world of London early in this eventful century
surgery was in the capable hands of Cheselden and Pott, and,
above all, of John Hunter. In medicine the leaders were Rad-
cliffe and Mead, Fothergill and Lettsom, Withering, Baillie, and
Heberden, and many others. The third great branch of medical
science, obstetrics, was now to be established on a scientific basis.
The Man-Midwife.    Smellie and Hunter
Prior to this time the practice of obstetrics had remained for
the most part in the hands of midwives. A change was now im-
minent, and there came on the scene a new type of specialist who
was appropriately called the " man-midwife." * He was unpopular
with some of his colleagues, who held that the assistance of a
surgeon was demanded only in exceptional obstetric cases, and
for obvious reasons he was even more unpopular with the midwives.
A number of distinguished men had already specialized in
obstetrics. We have noted that William Harvey was the first
Englishman to write on the subject (1651), and since then Sir
RICHARD MANNINGHAM, 2 the first to institute " lying-in " wards
(i739),3 WILLIAM GIFFARD, the first, after the Chamberlens, to
use the forceps or " extractor " (1726), EDMUND CHAPMAN, the
first to illustrate and describe the forceps (1733), and other
" man-midwives " had contributed to the knowledge of obstetrics;
while in Ireland Sir FIELDING OULD (b. 1710) helped to found
the famous Dublin School of Midwifery.4
The master of British midwifery was WILLIAM SMELLIE (1697-
1763). Born at Lanark, he studied medicine in Glasgow, and
1 W. F. Menjer, " The Origin of the Male Midwife," Ann. Med. Hist., 1932, voL iv.
P-453
*  It was Sir Richard Manningham who, in 1736, was sent to Godalming in Surrey
by King George I to investigate the strange case of Mary Toft, who claimed to
have given birth to seventeen rabbits.   " The Rabbit Woman " provided the sensa-
tion of London for a season, until the hoax was exposed.
*  A. H. Curtis, ed. of Obstetrics and Gynaecokgy> Philadelphia, 1933, vol. L p, 16
*  H. R. Spencer, History of British Midwifery t 1927, p. 30
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